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Hello Friend,

In addition to the noticeably longer days and warmer temperatures, the swelling of arroyo
willow buds, and the nesting of birds, Spring for Prescott Creeks marks preparation for
Granite Creek Cleanup. Below you'll find information about the Cleanup and the Sponsors
who make it possible for almost 500 people to gather annually to do their part in making the
community a little bit better than they found it. Please click through the links to learn more

and Pre-Register today.

Granite Creek Cleanup

Saturday April 23rd, 2022
Granite Creek Park | 8 AM — Noon

e Make a Difference
e Help Clean Up Your Community

e Cleanup T-shirt for all Pre-Registered Participants

o It's Free!

(in exchange for a few hours of your service to the community)

This annual event not only cleans up and beautifies the community, it also provides an
opportunity for people to come together for a common cause and make a difference.

Pre-Registration Required

Pre-Registration Closes March 30th

Creeks Connect Community! Join almost 500
of your friends and neighbors by
volunteering to cleanup a reach of creek,
park, or trail. Get outside and get dirty while
making a difference!

Help Behind the Scenes

Apply to Help Behind the Scenes

Behind the Scenes help is critical to making
the Granite Creek Cleanup happen. We
couldnt do it without everyone who helps
organize and coordinate from behind the
scenes. Apply to Help Behind the Scenes.
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2022 Premier Cleanup Sponsor

We're pleased to welcome Findlay Prescott Subaru as our Premier Sponsor again this year!

Findlay

A PRESCOTT

SUBARU

What Findlay said when we asked why they support the Cleanup:

YAll Subaru products are manufactured in zero-landfill production plants and
Subaru of Indiana Automotive, Inc. is the only US automobile production plant to
be designated a backyard wildlife habitat by the National Wildlife Federation.
Findlay Subaru Prescott, giving back to the community and making the world a
better place!”

Prescott Creeks is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to achieve healthy watersheds

and clean waters in central Arizona for the benefit of people and wildlife through protection,
restoration, education, and advocacy.
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TAKE ACTION ‘ DONATE

It's that time of year where the weather is becoming progressively warmer and life is taking
hold all around us. Birds are nesting, a multitude of plants are flowering and adding splashes
of color to the landscape all around us. Spring in Prescott usually features winds whipping
with a frenzy, drying the landscape at an alarming rate. Granite Creek in Watson Woods
Riparian Preserve is quickly becoming a trickle and protection from wildfire is on our minds!
In this issue of the Prescott Creekside E-News we celebrate the completion of the Granite
Creek Cleanup, shed some light on what was found, recognize those who made it a success,
and highlight additional ways that you can work with Prescott Creeks to achieve healthy
watersheds throughout the year.

Hello Friend,

Cleaned Up Creeks

2022 marked the 15th year for Granite Creek Cleanup under Prescott Creeks' leadership and
the community was eager for the event! 584 people showed up at Granite Creek Park on
the morning of April 23rd and headed off to almost 50 locations around the watershed to
collect trash and debris from the creeks. 1.83 Tons of trash and debris, along with 14 tires,
were collected during the 4-hour event! Read more...

Tyler & Bronson Prehn cleaning up along Granite Creek.
Photo by Virginia Wertz

SAVE THE DATE:

2023 Granite Creek Cleanup
Saturday, April 22, 2023 (Earth Day!)
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What was in there?

For the first time ever Prescott Creeks
worked with the City of Prescott to audit the
trash collected during the Cleanup. We
sampled ~38% of the trash collected and
found 57% of it to be Plastic! Trash fell into
18 categories ranging from plastic to metal
to yard waste to bone. Read more...

Who made it possible?

Sponsors and partners make this event
possible! Findlay Subaru Prescott was the
Premier Sponsor for a second year. The
City of Prescott (Recreation Services and
Solid Waste Division) and the Yavapai County
GIS Department were critical operational
partners making it all happen! Read more...

Ways You Can Help Throughout the Year

Prescott Creeks is supported by a passionate community of volunteers. You can celebrate the
watershed and its many creeks and lakes by lending a hand. Your volunteer service is an
essential part of protecting nature, controlling pollution, and conserving wildlife.

Kassie and Alex record Phenology data for a red willow (Salix laevigata) at the Preserve.

Current Opportunities include:

Conservation Phenology Office
Field Work Monitoring Assistant
TAKE ACTION

Photo by Prescott Creeks

Handy
Helper

Technology
Assistance

Social Media
Assistant

Prescott Creeks is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to achieve healthy watersheds

and clean waters in central Arizona for the benefit of people and wildlife through protection,
restoration, education, and advocacy.
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PO Box 3004

Prescott, AZ 86302-3004

(928) 445-5669
www.PrescottCreeks.org
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TAKE ACTION ‘ DONATE

Thanks for clicking in to read the September issue of the Prescott Creekside E-News! It has
been a busy summer working with volunteers to remove non-native plants from Watson
Woods Riparian Preserve, responding to weather-related issues in the field, and planning for
future projects - like revegetation, trail improvements, and murals along the creeks. More on
those projects in a future issue of this newsletter. Read on to learn more about recognition
for the Granite Creek Cleanup, Monsoon activity, volunteers, and native plantings in the
Preserve. Thank you to all the donors and volunteers supporting the work of Prescott Creeks!

Hello Friend,

Voluntary Environmental Stewardship Program

Join Prescott Creeks at
Prescott City Council Chambers
201 S. Cortez St.
Tuesday, 13 September 2022
3:00 PM

Thanks to Yavapai County Supervisor (and previous Prescott Mayor) Harry Oberg's
nomination, the annual Granite Creek Cleanup event will be recognized as a Copper Level
Member of the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality's (ADEQ) Voluntary
Environmental Stewardship Program. The Program (VESP) recognizes and awards incentives
to Arizona businesses and other organizations that have a good history of environmental
compliance and strive to go beyond what is legally required to protect public health and the
environment. Participants in the program can access tools and strategies that support their
existing environmental programs and find opportunities to further reduce costs and spur
innovation.

Morgan O'Connor, ADEQ Community Liaison for Coconino, Mohave & Yavapai Counties, will
present a certificate to Prescott Creeks, the City of Prescott, and Yavapai County for cleaning
up a total of 51.7 tons of trash to protect and enhance public health and the environment
with 7,045 community volunteers working together to achieve a common goal with the
Granite Creek Cleanup event between the years 2007 and 2022.

Prescott Creeks Executive Director, Michael Byrd, will be present to accept the
certificate and express appreciation for the many people who have been involved over
the years. Read more...
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Photo: Everett Sanborn

2022 Monsoon!

The 2021 Monsoon registered as the 8th wettest on record for Prescott according to the
National Weather Service. Readings at the Prescott Creeks Office rain gauge suggest that the
2022 Monsoon could nose its way into the top 10 wettest monsoons with just a little more
rain this month. At the Prescott Creeks office, just west of Watson Woods Riparian Preserve
and the Sundog Ranch Road Wastewater Treatment Plant (one of the official rain gauges for
the City of Prescott), we've recorded a total of 12.61 inches of rain since the start of the
monsoon on June 15th. The month of June had 0.97 inches while July had 5.40 inches.
August had 6.24 inches of rain. We've recorded no precipitation for September... yet.

2014 shows as the wettest monsoon on record and almost all of that precipitation arrived in

the months of August and September. We still have over 20 days left in the 2022 Monsoon
season! Read more...

Photo: Deborah Lee Soltez
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Volunteer Spotlight

Welcome Donella Sas - a new volunteer in
the Prescott Creeks office. With degrees in
Accounting and Business/Management,
along with experience in administrative
technology and a history with database
systems, she's putting her skills to work for
Prescott Creeks! Read more...

Photo: Max Sas

Native Trees at the Preserve

This summer, volunteers planted about 20
native trees in Watson Woods Riparian
Preserve. In addition to being planted by
volunteers, the trees were nursed from
seedlings in a Prescott Creeks volunteer's
greenhouse for the last year. Each tree has a
fun story. Read more...

Photo: Phil Taska

Prescott Creeks is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to achieve healthy watersheds

and clean waters in central Arizona for the benefit of people and wildlife through protection,
restoration, education, and advocacy.
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This morning I spoke to a college-level Natural History and Ecology of the Southwest class
and found myself excited by their thirst for knowledge about local watersheds and riparian
areas. The students’ questions were relevant and aligned with much of the content in the E-
Newsletter below. They were curious about how water arrives in and travels through the
watershed. They wanted to know how Prescott Creeks assesses project performance and
they were interested to know about activities in which they could get involved to make a
difference. Read on and you also will learn about these things.

www.PrescottCreeks.org

Hello Friend,

As always, thank you for your support of Prescott Creeks!

2022 Monsoon Season Wrap Up

According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association (NOAA) office in Flagstaff the
Monsoon Season in Northern Arizona officially runs from June 15th to September 30th each
year. However, we don't typically begin receiving monsoon moisture until the beginning of
July. NOAA also indicates that that much of the Northern Arizona area receives 40-50% of its
annual precipitation during the Monsoon Season. To date in 2022, Prescott has received
almost 84% of its precipitation during the Monsoon. See the chart below for more
information about precipitation at three different rain gauges during the Monsoon.

Using the official Sundog gauge total of 13.78"” sets 2022 as the 5th wettest monsoon on
record, while using the unofficial Office total of 14.97” as the 4th wettest. This is good for our
watersheds and their riparian areas! Read more...
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Master Naturalist Class

What is a “"Master Naturalist” you say? In short, a Master Naturalist is a certified volunteer
who is passionate about nature and is eager to share their knowledge with others. If you are
interested in ecology and natural history of the Arizona Central Highlands, would like to learn
more, and would like to invest your time in working with others of a similar mind, you can
develop your skills and leadership through participation in the 2023 Arizona Central Highlands
Master Naturalist Course.

Info Sessions to Learn More:

o Thursday November 3rd
o Thursday December 1st.

Course dates are from January 3rd through April 25th, and cost is $525.

Resister for More Info and Read more...

Change Over Time — Photographic Monitoring Results

Photographs are indispensable tools to qualitatively document and assess change in any
environment. Simply put, they show change over time in a very relatable form. While
photographic monitoring alone is not a complete monitoring program to assess project
performance and change, they are an important “tool” we have in our “toolbox” for keeping
track of what is happening out on the ground.

Formal photographic monitoring at Watson Woods Riparian Preserve was initiated in 1997 as
part of our first vegetation characterization. Other Photographic monitoring points were later
established in about 2005 that feature images from both within the Preserve, along the
boundary, and from high points that area around the site. In 2009, additional photo-points
were set up specifically to monitor and assess the $1.5 million ecological restoration project
which took place from 2009 to 2013. These photo-points are periodically visited to collect
current images and assess change. Below is an example of how these photos can show
change over time!
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These photographs show changes within the Preserve that all suggest the ecological
restoration project is trending in desired directions. For more information and interpretation
of the photos above, Read more...

Breaking News:

Miller Creek Revegetation Project

Last week on the 25th of October, the Prescott City Council authorized funding that
will, among other things, allow for the revegetation of the creek and its banks with
native vegetation. Prescott Creeks will lead this effort with the City of Prescott, Fann
Contracting, and community members. The project will feature multiple opportunities
for community involvement. Read more...

Granite Creek Master Plan Improvements Project

Set to begin the week of October 31st, 2022, the project consists of improvements to
the trail corridor that parallels Granite Creek between Aubrey Street and Granite Creek
Park. Improvements will be made to the trail and to the creek channel riparian habitat.
Read more...
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Prescott Creeks is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to achieve healthy watersheds

and clean waters in central Arizona for the benefit of people and wildlife through protection,
restoration, education, and advocacy.
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Woodhouse’s Toad (Bufo woodhousii) found along Granite Creek during the monsoon.
Photo: Prescott Creeks

Hello Friend,
I'd like to start by saying: Thank you!

The support of donors like you is the key to protecting threatened riparian areas, restoring
wildlife habitats, and improving polluted surface water quality throughout the Granite Creek
Watershed and central Arizona. You made a difference this year.

Major projects like ecological restoration and water quality improvements are typically funded
by restricted grants and contracts. They usually require matching funds of up to 50% of the
project value — so your donations are essential to securing funding. Once built, the major
project funds “dry up.” Communities rely on these projects and features for their ecosystem
services (clean water, nature protection, wildlife habitat, pollution control), recreational
opportunities, and simple peace of mind. Your volunteer time and especially your cash
contributions are essential to the ongoing management, maintenance, and monitoring of
these projects so that they remain safe and healthy resources serving future generations of
the community.

Examples of progress you made possible this year include:

e Granite Creek Cleanup — The event saw record numbers of participants working
together to achieve a common goal AND the Cleanup was recognized as a Copper
member of the Voluntary Environmental Stewardship Program by the Arizona
Department of Environmental Quality. Planning is already underway for an even better
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Cleanup event in 2023.

e \olunteers — Volunteers at large, from the Master Naturalist Program, and many
partner organizations were engaged throughout the year at Watson Woods Riparian
Preserve to plant new trees, remove non-native species, manage trail usage, monitor
wildlife, and demonstrate success of past projects with photographic monitoring.

o Citizen Science Programs — These programs improved knowledge and understanding of
native plants, precipitation, and wildlife in the area. Phenology monitoring tracked
seasonal lifecycles of vegetation, rain gauge monitoring showed this monsoon as the
4th wettest, and NestWatch, a developing program, documented three Common Black
Hawk fledglings in the watershed!

Your investment in Prescott Creeks and the types of projects above
provides a strong foundation and is a catalyst for new opportunities.

2023 looks bright! With your ongoing support, Prescott Creeks will continue working with its
community partners to achieve healthy watersheds and clean waters in central Arizona.
Restoration work that began this fall on Granite Creek downtown is scheduled for completion
in the spring. Prescott Creeks will revegetate a reach of Miller Creek in cooperation with
neighborhood volunteers and the City Public Works Department. And... in the Preserve’s 28th
year, we anticipate expansion of Watson Woods Riparian Preserve along with in-perpetuity
protection through the establishment of a conservation easement.

You can help ensure these projects succeed. Your gift will help Prescott Creeks secure
at least $24,000 of the unfunded portion of these projects. Won't you help Prescott Creeks
bridge the gap? Your tax-deductible donation can be made securely online at
www.Prescottcreeks.org/Donate or by calling Prescott Creeks at (928) 445-5669.

Sincerely,

Michael Byrd
Executive Director

p.s. If you've already sent in your support, thank you! You should receive a formal
acknowledgment soon.

Prescott Creeks is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to achieve healthy watersheds

and clean waters in central Arizona for the benefit of people and wildlife through protection,
restoration, education, and advocacy.

DONATE
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(928) 445-5669
www.PrescottCreeks.org
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You Made a Difference This Year
December 2022
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Woodhouse’s Toad (Bufo woodhousii) found along Granite Creek during the monsoon.
Photo: Prescott Creeks

Hello Friend,

I hope you are having a great holiday season. At the beginning of December, you should
have received a USPS letter from Prescott Creeks asking for your continued support as part of
our annual fundraising campaign to benefit local creeks and watersheds. If you've already
sent in your support, thank you! You should receive a formal acknowledgment soon.

There is still time to make your gift before the end of the year. You can choose from a variety
of ways for you to support Prescott Creeks - including automatic monthly donations!

A copy of the letter we mailed you is below:

Dear Friend,
I'd like to start by saying: Thank you!

The support of donors like you is the key to protecting threatened riparian areas, restoring
wildlife habitats, and improving polluted surface water quality throughout the Granite Creek
Watershed and central Arizona. You made a difference this year.

Major projects like ecological restoration and water quality improvements are typically funded
by restricted grants and contracts. They usually require matching funds of up to 50% of the
project value — so your donations are essential to securing funding. Once built, the major
project funds “dry up.” Communities rely on these projects and features for their ecosystem
services (clean water, nature protection, wildlife habitat, pollution control), recreational
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opportunities, and simple peace of mind. Your volunteer time and especially your cash
contributions are essential to the ongoing management, maintenance, and monitoring of
these projects so that they remain safe and healthy resources serving future generations of
the community.

Examples of progress you made possible this year include:

e Granite Creek Cleanup — The event saw record numbers of participants working
together to achieve a common goal AND the Cleanup was recognized as a Copper
member of the Voluntary Environmental Stewardship Program by the Arizona
Department of Environmental Quality. Planning is already underway for an even better
Cleanup event in 2023.

e \olunteers — Volunteers at large, from the Master Naturalist Program, and many
partner organizations were engaged throughout the year at Watson Woods Riparian
Preserve to plant new trees, remove non-native species, manage trail usage, monitor
wildlife, and demonstrate success of past projects with photographic monitoring.

e Citizen Science Programs — These programs improved knowledge and understanding of
native plants, precipitation, and wildlife in the area. Phenology monitoring tracked
seasonal lifecycles of vegetation, rain gauge monitoring showed this monsoon as the
4th wettest, and NestWatch, a developing program, documented three Common Black
Hawk fledglings in the watershed!

Your investment in Prescott Creeks and the types of projects above
provides a strong foundation and is a catalyst for new opportunities.

2023 looks bright! With your ongoing support, Prescott Creeks will continue working with its
community partners to achieve healthy watersheds and clean waters in central Arizona.
Restoration work that began this fall on Granite Creek downtown is scheduled for completion
in the spring. Prescott Creeks will revegetate a reach of Miller Creek in cooperation with
neighborhood volunteers and the City Public Works Department. And... in the Preserve’s 28th
year, we anticipate expansion of Watson Woods Riparian Preserve along with in-perpetuity
protection through the establishment of a conservation easement.

You can help ensure these projects succeed. Your gift will help Prescott Creeks secure
at least $24,000 of the unfunded portion of these projects. Won't you help Prescott Creeks
bridge the gap? Your tax-deductible donation can be made securely online at
www.Prescottcreeks.org/Donate or by calling Prescott Creeks at (928) 445-5669.

Sincerely,

Michael Byrd
Executive Director

Prescott Creeks is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to achieve healthy watersheds
and clean waters in central Arizona for the benefit of people and wildlife through protection,
restoration, education, and advocacy.

DONATE
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Your support this year made a difference! The Prescott Creekside E-News at the beginning of
December featured a request for your support as part of our annual fundraising campaign to
benefit local creeks and watersheds. If you've already sent in your support, thank you! You
should receive a formal acknowledgment soon.

Hi Friend,

There is still time to make your gift before the end of the year. You can choose from a variety
of ways for you to support Prescott Creeks - including automatic monthly donations!

Thank you for your support. It is an investment in clean water and healthy watersheds!

Your Impact:

Photo: Virginia Wertz, Volunteer

Granite Creek Cleanup - Recognition for the event came from the AZ Department of
Environmental Quality for the almost 52 tons of trash and debris collected by over
7,000 volunteers (2007-2022). Record numbers participated in 2022 with a 50%
increase in trash collected during the event.

Save the Date: Saturday, April 22nd for the 2023 Granite Creek Cleanup
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Photos: Common Black Hawk (Left), Stock Image; American Kestrel (Right), Everett Sanborn, Volunteer

The outlook is good for Common Black Hawks and American Kestrels at Watson Woods
Riparian Preserve.

Common Black Hawks, which are not very common in the US with only about 250
known nesting pairs, arrived in the area with their fledgling from 2021 and proceeded
to produce two fledglings from their nest this summer! Another pair of Common Black
Hawks was observed nesting farther upstream on Granite Creek this year. That nest
produced one fledgling making three new Common Black Hawks for Prescott in 2022!

American Kestrels are our smallest falcon which is in decline throughout its North
American range. While no kestrels utilized any of the nest boxes in the Preserve this
year, six male/female pairs of American Kestrels were released in the area during the
summer. The birds were from a wildlife rehabilitation center in Phoenix. As of the last
week of the year, there have been reports of multiple American Kestrels in the Preserve
and Lakes areas, as well as many reports of sightings near nest boxes in the central
Arizona program.

Special thanks for Everett Sanborn for getting out in the field regularly and providing
many of the wildlife photographs you see in this newsletter and on the Prescott Creeks
website!

Photo: Lindsay Ledesma, Volunteer

Volunteers made a difference by managing native and non-native vegetation ,
monitoring birds, improving trails and fences, planting trees, documenting restoration
project performance, photographing wildlife, entering data, collecting trash, and so
much more. Two new volunteers, Phil Taska & Donella Sas, joined the Prescott Creeks
Team this year and have proven themselves indispensable!

Your support makes it possible for these people to do their part implementing the
mission of Prescott Creeks! Opportunities can be found on the Prescott Creeks website.

Photos: Prescott Creeks

Citizen Science Programs improved knowledge and understanding of native plants,
precipitation, and wildlife in the area. Phenology monitoring tracked seasonal lifecycles
of vegetation, rain gauge monitoring showed this monsoon as the 4th wettest, and
NestWatch, a developing program, documented nesting of sensitive birds in the
watershed!
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Your Support

All of this work underscores the importance of permanent protection for Watson Woods
Riparian Preserve and other riparian areas!

You can help ensure these and other projects succeed in 2023. Your gift will help
Prescott Creeks secure at least $24,000 of the unfunded portion of these projects.
Won't you help Prescott Creeks bridge the gap? Your tax-deductible donation can be made
securely online at www.Prescottcreeks.org/Donate or by calling Prescott Creeks at
(928) 445-5669.

Happy Holidays and thank you again for your ongoing support!

Sincerely,

Michael Byrd
Executive Director

Prescott Creeks is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to achieve healthy watersheds

and clean waters in central Arizona for the benefit of people and wildlife through protection,
restoration, education, and advocacy.

DONATE
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